
From Byron to Japan to Ann Arbor

Mitchell Lawrence poses with the benefactors of the Bruce and Jacqueline Cook Scholarship. He is the 
the eleventh recipient of this scholarship, which is funded separately from the Cook Family Foundation.

Fall 2016

An inspiration. An opportunity. An extra effort.  These are the components of success that  
Mitchell Lawrence has followed throughout his career at Byron High School.  Now he will be 
attending the University of Michigan with a four-year, full-tuition scholarship from Bruce and 
Jacqueline Cook. 

Mitchell Lawrence became intrigued with Japanese culture thanks to the Shiawassee Scholars 
program (see page 3).  This inspired him to be part of an exchange program with Shiga  
Prefecture, Michigan’s sister state in Japan. Subsequently, he studied Japanese through dual  
enrollment at Lansing Community College and he has returned to Shiga this summer.  His  
ability to make the most of his opportunities is reflected in his recent accomplishment of  
becoming an Eagle Scout.

Mitchell, son of Jon and Christina Lawrence, is the valedictorian of Byron High School and 
served as president of the student council and National Honor Society.  Mitchell has been  
admitted to the Taubman College of Architecture and the College of Literature, Science and  
the Arts. 
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For scholarship information follow 
us on Twitter  @GoBlueGoBruce
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Mary Basso of Owosso Recognized  
as Donald Cook Scholarship Winner
Donald Cook, the benefactor of the Cook  
Family Foundation, graduated from the  
University of Michigan in 1924.  To recognize  
his legacy, a scholarship is now awarded annually 
that provides $5,000 a year for four years. 
This year’s recipient is Mary Basso, daughter 
of Daniel and Tamara Basso, and valedictorian 
of Owosso High School.  She will be attending 
the Residential College at the University of 
Michigan to study French with a strong  
interest in international studies.  Mary  
has served as the president of several  
organizations: key club, environmental  
club, quiz bowl, and the student body.  

This year, 27 of the leaders and best from nine high schools will  
enroll at the University of Michigan. 
In keeping with the Foundation’s policy, all admitted students from the greater  
Shiawassee County region will receive a scholarship from the Cook Family Foundation 
to attend the University of Michigan.  Many of these students have also earned other 
UM scholarships.  The total value of these scholarships — which have unique criteria 
including academic merit, leadership, and financial need — exceeds $400,000. 

These 27 students are enrolled in five different undergraduate schools:  The College 
of Literature, Science and the Arts (LS&A), the College of Engineering, the School of 
Kinesiology, the Taubman School of Architecture and Design, and the School of Music, 
Theater and Dance; and one student is starting at the University of Michigan-Dearborn 
with plans to transfer to Ann Arbor.

Top High School Graduates  
Shout “Go Blue”

Mary Basso is awarded a scholarship 
from the Cook Family Foundation 
from Executive Director, Thomas 
Cook. Erica Sanders, Director of the 
Office of Undergraduate Admissions 
at the University of Michigan, joins  
the celebration.

Ryan Brian Awarded Stamps Leadership Scholarship
Chesaning High School graduate Ryan Brian has been recognized as a Stamps Scholar, 
among the brightest group of new undergraduates. 
The prestigious Stamps Scholarship provides funding to cover the full cost of  
attendance at the University of Michigan for four years, as well as a network of  
support.  Ryan, the son of Tracy and Richard Brian, has a strong science  
background and looks to pursue a pre-med program.  



Mary Basso of Owosso Recognized  
as Donald Cook Scholarship Winner

For more information on the program, contact Renee Dotson at the SRESD at dotson@sresd.org  
989-743-3471 or visit the Programs & Services section of their website at sresd.org

Shiawassee Scholars
2016 Inductees

Graduating Class of 2020

2016With funding from the Cook Family Foundation, the Shiawassee Regional Education 
Service District (SRESD) supports the area’s most academically talented students in  
their high school careers.   
The Shiawassee Scholars program recognizes eighth grade students by their  
performance on the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test), a test designed for high  
school seniors.  The top scorers from the Shiawassee County area, who chose to  
enroll full-time in one of eight public high schools, are eligible to become  
Shiawassee Scholars.

The Shiawassee Scholars are eligible to apply for scholarships for summer 
and school-year academic enrichment programs, are given counseling 
support, and are all invited to spend three days on the campus of the 
University of Michigan.  The goal of these efforts is to inspire and 
qualify these students for admittance to top colleges and 
merit-based scholarships.

Shiawassee Scholars Program in its 17th Year
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Manufacturing made Owosso, just like many towns in 
Michigan that were settled in the 19th century and  
boomed in the 20th century.
The history of products made in Owosso is the subject of 
a current exhibit being put on by the Owosso Historical 
Commission and the Shiawassee Arts Council.  Major  
financial support for the exhibit comes from the  
Cook Family Foundation.

The exhibit will be on display and open to the public free 
of charge through September 16.  A series of events will be 
held throughout the summer that highlight the historical 
and cultural assets of several partner organizations.   
A calendar, along with background information, can be 
found at the exhibit’s website www.madeinowosso.org

“Made in Owosso”  
Showcases History

Inside: A Tradition of Academic Excellence:
New 2016 Shiawassee Scholars
University of Michigan Scholars 2016

Many of the businesses that were started in the previous 
century are now gone from Owosso.  However, the influence 
they had on the design, growth, and development of Owosso 
are still felt. So too, the charity of individuals and families that 
started businesses has shaped the lives of many in the  
community and has served as a legacy to these entrepreneurs. 
Wolverine Sign Works, founded 100 years ago, generated  
the wealth that led to the creation of the Cook Family  
Foundation. We are proud to be part of the history, and  
future, of Owosso and Shiawassee County.


